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CHIEF COMPLAINT

Low back pain and weakness.
HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS

The patient is a 59-year-old male, chief complaint of low back pain.  I had previously done a nerve conduction study for him.  On exam, I found him to have hyperreflexia in the knees the last time.  I ordered brain MRI, cervical spine MRI, and lumbar spine MRI.
1. The lumbar spine MRI shows severe DJD, there is also broad disc protrusion at L4-L5.

2. Thoracic spine MRI shows that there is no spinal cord compression.
3. The cervical spinal cord shows that there is DJD, but there is no cervical spinal cord compression.

4. Brain MRI was also done.  The brain MRI shows that there is encephalomalacia in the right frontal lobe.  However, there are no MS lesions.  There is no brain tumor.
IMPRESSION

1. Low back pain with radicular symptoms down to the legs.  This is due to the DJD in the lumbar spine.  The patient tells me that he has had multiple injections in the low back and that they were not effective.  Referred the patient to a spine specialist or spine surgeon for further evaluation for the lumbar spine.
2. Today on examination, I do not find significant upper motor neuron syndrome symptoms.  Specifically, I do not find any significant hyperreflexia in the knees today bilaterally.  There is no hypotonia.  The patient does not have significant hypotonia today.  The patient legs are not stiff.  There is no muscle fasciculations.  I do not see significant hyperreflexia today.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Explained to the patient of the above diagnosis.

2. I recommend the patient to see a spine specialist or spine surgeon, for the lumbar DJD, and radicular symptoms.
3. I recommend the patient follow with me in another three months, follow his neurological symptoms.  I will have the patient followup with me in three months, I will test him for any neurological changes at that time or if he is worsening, please send the patient back to me immediately.








Sincerely Yours,
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